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Historical Overview  

THE EARLY DAYS 

4ÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÐÁÇÅÓ ÁÒÅ Á ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȬÓÔÏÒÉÅÓȭ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÄÁÙÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÌÕÂȢ 
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Kitchener -7ÁÔÅÒÌÏÏ /ÌÄÔÉÍÅÒȭÓ (ÏÃËÅÙ 

A Brief History  

 

4ÈÅÙ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÂÏÙ ÉÎ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÍÁÎȢ  Ȱ!ÌÌ ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÉÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÕÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒË ÕÐ Á 

ÌÉÔÔÌÅ Ó×ÅÁÔȱȟ ÓÁÙÓ +ÅÎ 3ÕÄÄÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÇÕÅȭÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÉÔÙ ÍÁÎȢ  4ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ Ϋγαγȟ ÉÎ ÁÎ 

ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȭ2ÅÃÏÒÄȭȢ  4ÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ ÒÁÎ ÁÎ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈe league.  The league 

came about because Jack Kirby moved to the area, and found there was no place for 

people his age to play hockey.  He had been an active participant in the Burlington league, 

and with the help of some of their executive, got a league started in Kitchener.  Jack has 

ÓÉÎÃÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ /ÌÄÔÉÍÅÒÓȭ 3ÐÏÒÔÓ (ÁÌÌ ÏÆ &ÁÍÅȢ  *ÁÃËȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ 

with Murray Burt and Bill Turcotte, put an ad in the paper, and the inaugural meeting 

took place at the Kitchener Library on July 6, 1978Ȣ  !Ó ÔÈÅÙ ÓÁÙȟ ȬÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÉÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȭȢ 

Year one involved 8 teams, in 2 divisions, in a 24 game schedule.  The cost was $60.00.  

Eleven years later, there were 20 teams and a pool of players (which filled in when a 

member was unable to make a game ɀ seems it was too tough to play short handed), 

involved in a 45 game schedule for a fee of $160.00 (which included a sweater and a pair of 

socks). 

The league decided to host its own tourney in February, and over 50 teams sign up 

regularly.  They also run a charity golf tournament.  The money raised is used to support  

physically-challenged youngsters.  A slo-pitch league was formed with 8 teams (it is now 

run separately from the hockey). 

In the beginning the league was assisted by several members of the Burlington /ÌÄÔÉÍÅÒÓȭ 

and a friendship tournament was held with house league teams playing against each other, 

in both hockey and slo-pitch (as time passed both leagues run their own tournament and 

the house league tournaments have passed by the wayside). 

The organization has donated money to the Building Fund of the Auditorium ($50 000) 

and the Rec Center in Waterloo ($25 000).  They have also contributed to minor hockey, 

ÒÉÎÇÅÔÔÅȟ ×ÈÅÅÌÃÈÁÉÒ ÂÁÓËÅÔÂÁÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÅÔ ÕÐ Á ÆÕÎÄ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÎÅ ȬÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȭ 

and ÏÎÅ ȬÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÓÉÓÔÅÒȭ ÔÏ ÅÎÊÏÙ Á ÙÅÁÒ ÏÆ ÍÉÎÏÒ ÈÏÃËÅÙȢ 

The league today has 30 teams, 5 divisions and about 100 pool players.  The referees are 

either from the league or volunteers who do not get paid to do from 50 to 150 games a 

year. 
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The Following is a Î %ØÃÅÒÐÔ ÆÒÏÍȟ Ȱ/Î 4ÈÅ )ÃÅȱ 

Inside the frigid and vacant Wilson Arena, at an hour when their children have been 

tucked safely into beds across Kitchener, Waterloo, a bunch of Jokers push their forty 

something bodies around the rink, performing stops and starts and shots and dekes that 

came easier a quarter-century ago.  Tonight, the Jokers are up against the Classics, and the 

play is more fascinating than it is fast and furious.  The players who make up the teams 

run the gamut from cab drivers to classical archeologists, and from those who were skilled 

enough to make it at least part-way through the junior division ranks to others who never 

went beyond the frozen pond or the back forty.  Some are fit.  Others are fat.  Some come 

ÔÏ ÐÌÁÙ ȬÓÅÒÉÏÕÓȭ ÈÏÃËÅÙȢ  /thers come to goof around with  the guys. 

The pace is quick ɀ surprisingly quick for players skating under the weight of middle-age, 

jobs, kids, and mortgages.  Still, despite the fact that the players look good ɀ sporting their 

top-of-the-line equipment ɀ the pace is not quick enough to attract TV cameras, 

screaming fans or even spouses anymore.  The teams tussle for nearly 45 minutes in the 

ice-cold arena, in front of seats so stone ɀ silent that their lone occupant ɀ a high schooler 

earning $5 to shiver and keep score as middle-aged boys chase a puck around ɀ can pick 

up every smack of puck against stick. 

These are the men of the Kitchener-7ÁÔÅÒÌÏÏ /ÌÄÔÉÍÅÒÓȭ ,ÅÁÇÕÅȟ ÍÅÎ ×ÈÏ ÇÁÖÅ ÕÐ 

ÃÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄ ÄÒÅÁÍÓ ÏÆ .(, ÓÔÁÒÄÏÍ ÌÏÎÇ ÁÇÏȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÐÌÁÙ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÇÁÍÅ ÆÏÒ big contracts 

or for the prestige of being sports celebrities.  They venture out of their domiciles at least 

two or three nights a week for one more chance to cradle black rubber on a wooden blade, 

to reel the cool rush of a rink-length plunge, to experience the exhilaration of seeing puck 

meet mesh.  The youthful legs and indefatigable lungs are gone.  They skate slower and 

tire more quickly, but they come to skate, trade dressing room quips and to quaff a post ɀ 

game beer or two and they come in droves.  The lure of smooth ice and silver blades draws 

ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ έΪΪ ȬÏÖÅÒ-the-ÈÉÌÌÅÒÓȭ ÆÒÏÍ έί ÙÅÁÒ-ÏÌÄ ȬÒÏÏËÉÅÓȭ ÔÏ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÒÅÐÉÄ ΰα ÙÅÁÒ-old, from 

doctors to factory workers ɀ to rinks across K-W each week.  Nearly 200 more bide their 

ÔÉÍÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÇÕÅȭÓ ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ list, hoping some payer will drop out or move away to create 

a space for them.  Hockey, the game that made their youthful winters bearable, has 

retained its hold. 

/ÌÄÔÉÍÅÒÓȭ ÈÏÃËÅÙ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÁÔ Á ÔÏÕÒÎÁÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ 0ÏÉÎÔÅ #ÌÁÉÒÅȟ 1ÕÅÂÅÃ ÉÎ ΫγαΪ ÁÎÄ 

spÒÅÁÄ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ #ÁÎÁÄÁȟ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÎ *ÁÐÁÎȢ  4ÈÅ ÌÅÁÇÕÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 

officially make it  into the Twin Cities ɀ now dubbed ȬÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÆÏÒ /ÌÄÔÉÍÅÒ 

(ÏÃËÅÙȭ ɀ until 1978, when transplanted Burlingtonaian named Jack Kirby moved to town.  

+ÉÒÂÙȟ Á ÆÏÒÍÅÒ *ÕÎÉÏÒ Ȭ!ȭ ÐÌÁÙÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÁÒÔÅÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÕÒÌÉÎÇÔÏÎ /ÌÄÔÉÍÅÒÓȭ ÌÅÁÇÕÅȟ 

noticed that apart from a few dozen players who got together for out-of-town-

tournaments, there was no outlet for older guys who still liked to hack around on the ice.  

Kirby, and cohorts Bill Turcotte and Murray Burt, ran a newspaper ad to recruit 

candidates for an executive committee, ordered uniforms and booked ice time for eight 

ÔÅÁÍÓȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÆÉÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÔÅÁÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÓÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÔ ȬÄÅÃÅÎÔȭ ÉÃÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÎȟ ÓÕÐÐÏÓÅdly, 
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ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÁÒÉÁÎ ÇÒÏÕÎÄÓȢ  Ȱ7Å ÓÁÉÄ ×Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ Á×Áy from the youth programs, 

ÂÕÔȣ ×Å ÁÌÓÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÃÁÒÄÉÁÃ ÁÒÒÅÓÔÓ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÐÌÁÙ ÁÔ 

ÍÉÄÎÉÇÈÔ ÏÒ Ϋ ÁȢÍȢȱ ÓÁÙÓ +ÉÒÂÙ ×ÈÏȟ ÁÔ ίγȟ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÐÌÁÙÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÇÕÅȢ 

Now, on any given night, Sunday through Thursday night between 7 p.m. and 11:15 p.m., 

Oldtimers commandeer virtually every ice surface in Kitchener and Waterloo.  The 

original eight teams have swelled to 24 and the clubs are arranged in four divisions ranked 

according to age and ability.  Two hundred bucks buys each player a team jersey, 

stockings and a slate of 48 games between October and March.  It also gets them time 

away from the workaday pressures of business and home, and gives them a chance to 

pounce on loose pucks, chase errant passes, and set up the occasional deft attack on the 

net. 

"Ù /ÌÄÔÉÍÅÒ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÓ ÁÎÙ×ÁÙȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÎÄ ÌÅÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

ÇÁÍÅȢ  Ȱ/ÎÃÅ ÙÏÕ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ /ÌÄÔÉÍÅÒÓ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ Ϋί ÙÅÁÒÓȟȱ ÓÁÙÓ 'ÅÒÒÙ 3ÃÈÁÕÓȟ a 

ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒ ÏÆ ÁÒÃÈÅÏÌÏÇÙ ÁÔ 7ÉÌÆÒÉÄ ,ÁÕÒÉÅÒ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ ȰÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÉÆÅ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÍÉÎÄ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ 

ÓÏÍÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÒÓÅÌÆȢȱ 

Wives, no doubt, would get a little bored with the kind of banter typified by the locker 

room goings-ÏÎ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 7ÉÓÅÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ /ÌÄ ȬÎȭ $ÁÚÅÄȟ two 50 ɀ plus teams, get set to go 

head-to-head.  Inside the tiny Wisemen dressing room, with players squeezed shoulder 

pad to shoulder pad, the pre-ÇÁÍÅ ÂÁÒÂÓ ÆÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÌÌ ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÓȢ  Ȱ-Ù ×ÉÆÅ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÈÏÃËÅÙ 

ÉÎ ÓÌÏ× ÍÏÔÉÏÎȟȱ ÊÏËÅÓ Á ÒÕÄÄÙȟ ÓÉÌÖÅÒ-haired player as he ties his skates with pink laces.  

4ÈÅ ÐÌÁÙÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÇÕÅȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÓÅÎÉÏÒ ÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ age of 

players is around 54.  The oldest is Phil Ganci, who, at the moment, is slipping on a pair of 

anachronistic, shell-chocked shoulder pads handed down to him when his brother joined 

the Navy in the Second World War.  The aging left winger ventures some sentimentality 

around the pads ɀ Ȱ4ÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÓÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÈÅÉÒÌÏÏÍȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÙÓ ɀ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÙÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍ ×ÏÎȭÔ 

let him away with that gushy stuff.  Someone fires over from another part of the room, 

Ȱ9ÅÁÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÊÏÃËÓÔÒÁÐȭÓ ίΪ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÌÄȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÙÅÒÓ ÅÒÕÐÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȢ 

The theory is that a player on the league waiting list can join when someone, like Ganci, 

hangs them up.  The oldest Oldtimer in the world is an 83-year-ÏÌÄ ÆÒÏÍ 1ÕÅÅÎȭÓ .Ȣ9Ȣȟ ÂÕÔ 

'ÁÎÃÉ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÍÁÔÃÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÅÁÔȢ  .ÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÂÅ ÈÉÓ ÌÁÓÔ ÁÓ Á ÐÌÁÙÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ 

ÔÈÅÎ ÈÅȭÌÌ ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÇÕÅȭÓ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÅÓȢ  "ÕÔȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ 

playing in this league that makes it hard to quit, hard to let that hockey-playing part of 

them die and Ganci is quick to qualify his intention to quit.  

Ȱ/Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ)ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÏÒ Ϋί ÙÅÁÒÓȢȱ 

How things have changed.  We now have 30 teams in 5 divisions, and the oldest player is 71 

years of age.  We now have 2 sets of sweaters and socks (red and white) for home and away, 

×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÅÁÎÓ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÎÅ× ÏÎÅÓ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÙÅÁÒȢ  4ÈÅ ÃÏÓÔ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÊÕÓÔ ÏÖÅÒ Λΰήήȟ ÁÎÄ 

the schedule is still 47 games a year from mid Sept. until March. 
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Presidents 

1978-79 JACK KIRBY 

1980-81 GARNETT FOSTER 

1982-83 DAVE BAILEY 

1984-85 RON MOULTON 

1986-87 KEN FARRISH 

1988-89 WAYNE BOYER 

1990-91 DON HERNER 

1992-93 BRUCE EBERHARD 

1994-95 WILLIAM LAIGHT  

1996-97 BILL KOHLSMITH 

1998-99 HOWARD ROWLEY 

2000-01 LEO MARTEL 

2002-03 DAVE TALBOT 

2004-05 ERNIE KUENZLER 

2006-07 MARTIN HARLICK 

2008-09 JOHN GERGER 

2010-11 RON WALDER 

2012-13 MIKE POLLARD 

2014-15 MIKE EDWARDS 

2016-17 GRAHAM OLIVER 

2018-20 CHRIS GEHAN 

2020-22 JASON GERGER 
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Boards of Directors and Welcome Letters  
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